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So much for the fate of the Western nationalities settled in
the Union. I now turn to the fate of the nationalities and
groups settled in the east.
The description by the delegate for Kazakstan, Mirsoian,
strongly resembles that given for White Russia by Gikalo. The
blame, in this instance chiefly for the disastrous decline of
cattle breeding, is attributed to the machinations of enemies
of the State and the weakness of the party organization. The
severity of the famine, which was mentioned also by Mr.
Muggeridge early in 1933, when it was mentioned that 25
per cent of the inhabitants had become its victims, appears
from Mirsoian's statement to the effect that "emigration on a
vast scale" was taking place as late as the end of that year.
Blame for the decline in stock-rearing was also laid upon the
Cossacks and kulaks^ against whom the campaign was con-
sequently directed.
The case is similar in Usbekistan, with the difference that
the Pan-Islamite movement, embracing all the Mahommedans
of Central Asia, plays a part here. At the Congress the delegate
for this district, Ikramov, began his speech by saying that
nationalist elements were active not only in the Ukraine but
also in Usbekistan, and that their activity was due to the fact
that all hopes of separation from the Soviet Union had failed.
They were now gathering their last forces to prevent the work
of building up a socialist order (Izvestia, January 30,1934).
The developments in the Caucasian Republics of Armenia
and Georgia call for separate treatment. A significant light is
thrown upon Stalin and his loyalty to the ideal of Communist
internationalism by the fact that, although Georgian by birth,
he attempts to crush the nationalism of his countrymen with
even greater ruthlessness and consistency than that of other
groups.
- The fate of the Georgians is a particularly melancholy
chapter in the Kremlin's policy witib, regard to the nationalities.
On May 26, 1918, the Georgians, unlike the Ukrainians and